
KALISPELL BABE RUTH HANDBOOK 
(Amended January 5, 2022) 

INTRODUCTION 

Babe Ruth Baseball is conducted by a Montana not-for-profit corporation named Kalispell 

Babe Ruth Baseball Association. It is exempt from federal income taxes under Section 501 (C) (3) of 

the Internal Revenue Code.  The Kalispell Babe Ruth Association participates in the Montana State 

Babe Ruth program. Each season’s play is directed by a coaching staff approved by the Board of 

Directors of the corporation. Sponsors outfit teams and provide funding to allow us to conduct the 

Babe Ruth Baseball program. The Board of Directors heartily encourages players, coaches, and 

parents to patronize our great sponsors and to let them know they are appreciated. Following are 

things that we hope will help clarify some of the questions that come up from year to year. It is by no 

means intended to be a comprehensive list of everything involved in Babe Ruth baseball. If questions 

not answered arise, please refer to the Official rule book and the Babe Ruth supplement provided for 

each team at the beginning of the season. 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Kalispell Babe Ruth Baseball program is to provide competitive baseball for 

youngsters ages 13 through 15 under regulations established by both the National and State Babe 

Ruth organizations. Baseball is to be played not only with an emphasis on winning, but with an 

emphasis on the sportsmanship and citizenship of participants, coaches, parents and fans. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

The Board of Directors shall be elected at large from area individuals with the time and sincere 

concern and desire to promote the best interests of the local Babe Ruth program. The Board of 

Directors will consist of members with rotating terms to provide continuity in leadership. The board 

members will meet and decide amongst themselves whom is to be the current President, Vice-

President, Secretary and Treasurer. The head coaches of teams will be considered an advisory 

council to be included in any major changes. The Board of Directors will be elected at a meeting to be 

held after Labor Day and before the next season registration. The new board members will assume 

office at that time.  In the event of a vacancy on the board, the remaining members shall appoint an 

appropriate replacement for that position. 



Duties of officers shall be: 

President – The President shall: 

A. Preside at all meetings, call meetings, oversee charter registration, non-profit status and 

insurance coverage, act as a liaison with the county, city, and American Legion 

Baseball, to secure playing fields and restrooms. 

B. Conduct the affairs of the Local League and execute the policies established by the 

Board of Directors.  

C. Present a report of the condition of the Local League at the Annual Meeting. 

D. Communicate to the Board of Directors such matters as deemed appropriate, and make 

such suggestions as may tend to promote the welfare of the Local League. 

E. Be responsible for the conduct of the Local League in strict conformity to the policies, 

principles, Rules and Regulations of Babe Ruth Baseball. 

F. Designate in writing other officers, if necessary, to have power to make and execute 

for/and in the name of the Local League such contracts and leases they may receive 

and which have had prior approval of the Board. 

G. Investigate complaints, irregularities and conditions detrimental to the Local League and 

report thereon to the Board as circumstances warrant. 

H. Prepare and submit an annual budget to the Board of Directors and be responsible for 

the proper execution thereof. 

I. Complete the required background checks or delegate this responsibility to the league’s 

Safety Officer, or other designated Board member.  

J. With the assistance of the Player Agent, examine the application and support proof-of 

age documents of every player candidate and certify to residence or school enrollment, 

and age eligibility before the player may be accepted for tryouts and selection. 

Vice President – The Vice President shall: 

A. Perform the duties of the President in the absence or disability of the President, 

provided he or she is authorized by the President or Board so to act. When so acting, 

the Vice President shall have all the powers of that office. 

B. Perform such duties as from time to time may be assigned by the Board of Directors or 

by the President. 

Secretary – The Secretary shall: 

A. Be responsible for recording the activities of the Local League and maintain appropriate 

files, mailing lists and necessary records. 



B. Perform such duties as are herein specifically set forth, in addition to such other duties 

as are customarily incident to the office of Secretary or as may be assigned by the 

Board of Directors. 

C. Maintain a list of all Regular, Sustaining and Honorary Members, Directors and 

committee members and give notice of all meetings of the Local League, the Board of 

Directors and Committees. 

D. Keep the minutes of the meetings of the Members, the Board of Directors and the 

Executive Committee, and cause them to be recorded in a book kept for that purpose. 

E. Conduct all correspondence not otherwise specifically delegated in connection with said 

meeting and shall be responsible for carrying out all orders, votes and resolutions not 

otherwise committed. 

F. Notify Members, Directors, Officers and committee members of their election or 

appointment. 

Treasurer – The Treasurer shall:  

A. Perform such duties as are herein set forth and such other duties as are customarily 

incident to the Office of Treasurer or may be assigned by the Board of Directors. 

B. Receive all moneys and securities, and deposit same in a depository approved by the 

Board of Directors. 

C. Keep records for the receipt and disbursement of all moneys and securities of the Local 

League, including the Auxiliary, approve all payments from allotted funds and draw 

checks therefore in agreement with policies established in advance of such actions by 

the Board of Directors. All disbursements by check must have dual signatures. 

D. Prepare an annual budget, under the direction of the President, for submission to the 

Board of Directors at the Annual Meeting. 

E. Prepare an annual financial report, under the direction of the President, for submission 

to the Membership and Board of Directors at the Annual Meeting. 

Umpire Coordinator – The Umpire Coordinator (U.C.) shall: 

A. Coordinate the local league umpire program. 

B. Advise the League President on the local league umpire program. 

C. Recommend umpires to League President to serve the league during the regular 

season. 

D. Recruit, review, and retain umpires 



E. Establish and implement an umpire training program for umpires consistent with Babe 

Ruth guidelines. 

F. Communicate rule changes to league umpires, managers, and coaches. 

G. Attend umpire training programs at the district, state, and region levels. 

Board of Directors – The Board of Directors shall: 

A. Appoint a liaison for the 13-year old league and the 14-15 year old league. 

B. Propose a yearly budget; oversee fund raising and all expenditures. 

C. Select the 13 Division Managers, 14/15 Division Managers, Summer Program team 

Managers. 

D. Set up tournament and related activities. 

E. Be the sounding board and responsible for any questions or disputes requiring 

decisions. 

F. Evaluate team composition to see if we need to do any adjusting to even out numbers in 

age classes, and carry out all duties to run the league. 

These bylaws may be amended or repealed only by a two-thirds majority vote of the Board of 

Directors at any regular or special meeting. 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

LEAGUE – The League shall: 

A. Provide playing fields, umpires, concessions, restrooms, bases, talc, balls for 

tournaments along with ball, bats, catchers gear for the Prep, and insurance (a 

secondary plan to players’ parent’s policy). 

SPONSORS – Sponsors shall: 

A. Provide uniforms, equipment (balls, bats, catchers gear, helmets or the funding for the 

above) which becomes property of the League. 

COACHES – Coaches shall: 

A. Supply the league secretary with team roster information 

B. Maintain and store their team equipment. 

C. Collect uniforms immediately post season.  

D. The Team manager (head coach) is responsible for obtaining his Assistant coaches and 

assuring that all have obtained the certifications required by the League. 



GENERAL MEMBERS OF KALISPELL BABE RUTH 

Suspension or Termination: Membership may be terminated by resignation or action of the Board 

of Directors as follows. 

A. The Board of Directors, by a two-thirds vote of those present at any duly constituted Board 

meeting, shall have the authority to discipline or suspend or terminate the membership of any 

Member of any class, including managers and coaches, when the conduct of such person is 

considered detrimental to the best interests of the Local League. The Member involved shall 

be notified of such meeting, informed of the general nature of the charges and given an 

opportunity to appear at the meeting to answer such charges. 

B. The Board of Directors shall, in case of a Player Member, give notice to the manager of the 

team for which the player is a Player Member. Said manager shall appear, in the capacity of 

an adviser, with the player before the Board of Directors or a duly appointed committee of the 

Board of Directors. The player’s parent(s) or legal guardian(s) may also be present. The Board 

of Directors shall have full power to suspend or revoke such player’s right to future 

participation by two-thirds vote of those present at any duly constituted meeting (quorum is 

required). 

 

TEAM COMPOSITION 

14-15 YEAR OLD DIVISION TEAMS  

The 14-15 year old Division teams shall consist of no more than 15 rostered on one team.  

Teams can carry up to 15 players unless decided otherwise by the Board of Directors. The Board of 

Directors reserves the right to establish a cut-off date for accepting signups and determining if a 

waiting list will be created. Depending on total number registered, late sign-ups MAY BE placed on a 

waiting list in the order received. Reasons for openings include deaths, injuries, move away or 

players leaving of their own accord. Coaches are required to report openings on their teams, as soon 

as they are aware of it, to the league secretary. 

THIS DIVISION SHALL HAVE NO MINIMUM INNINGS PLAY RULE. AT THE DISCRETION OF 

THE INDIVIDUAL TEAM COACHES, SELECTED AND BOARD APPROVED 13 YEAR OLDS 

MAY BE ALLOWED TO PLAY ON A 14-15 TEAM, BUT THERE IS NO REQUIRED OR 

MANDATORY PLAYING TIME FOR ANY PLAYER. 

PLAYING UP OPPORTUNITIES 



 The number of potential spots open to 13 year old players wanting additional play in the 14-15 

year old division will depend on the number of players in the 14-15 year old division.  Players will be 

evaluated by the 13 year old Division coaches, Board members, and baseball evaluators from outside 

the league.  Players that have both Parental and Board approval with then be selected in a 

supplementary drafter after the Division selection is completed. 13 year old players that play up will 

not be eligible to pitch in the 14-15 Division. 

13 YEAR OLD DIVISION TEAMS  

The 13 year old Division Teams (13 year old program) will be composed solely of 13 year old 

players.  Players will be evaluated and selected during a separate draft.  All 13 year olds shall be 

rostered and play in the 13 year old Division.  A major reason for establishing the 13 year old Division 

was to prevent a 13 year old player from losing interest in the game.  All 13 year old players present 

at the time of a game must play in at least 2 Defensive innings and at least 1 at bat per game, except 

for disciplinary reasons (attitude, tardiness, absences, etc.) or shortness of game due to weather 

conditions. 

13 year old Division team coaches are selected by the Board of Directors.  Since the 13 year 

old Division program’s goal is for player development, a player’s obligation is to his 13 year old 

Division team in the event he or she has the opportunity to play additional games with a 14-15 year 

old team. 

PLAYERS RULES AND REGULATIONS 
Experience has shown that it is impossible to conduct the Kalispell Babe Ruth program without 

the presence of disciplinary rules and regulations. However, it is impossible to provide a 

comprehensive list of rules, and therefore, only certain specific topics will be discussed in this 

handbook. Please refer to the Official Baseball Rules book and the Babe Ruth Rules and Regulations 

rule book for more specifics. 

Other rules and regulations may be adopted by the Board of Directors. All ball players are 

expected to adhere to adopted rules and regulations or face the consequences. 

The following are specific examples of rules, violations and their consequence. 

1. Use of alcohol, tobacco, or illegal drugs by ball players is prohibited. If violation of this rule is 

suspected, the Board of Directors will conduct an investigation into the matter. First offense 

shall result in a six game or two-week suspension whichever is longer. The second violation 

shall results in dismissal from the league.  Use of alcohol, tobacco, or illegal drugs while on a 

road trip shall result in dismissal from the league and/or All Stars. 



2. Violation of the law (excluding minor traffic violations) while on a road trip shall result in 

dismissal from the league. The affected ball player shall not return to Kalispell with the team, 

but his parents shall be responsible for insuring his safe return. 

3. Theft of any property associated with the Kalispell Babe Ruth Baseball program, teammates, 

or opponents shall result in dismissal from the league.  

Other types of conduct which are prohibited and the offenders shall be disciplined include, but are 

not limited to: 

1. Use of tobacco products during practice or games. 

2. Profanity during practices or games. 

3. Arguments or fights with coaches, teammates, opponents, umpires or fans. 

4. Abuse or misuse of equipment (to include throwing bats or helmets). 

5. Engaging in unsportsmanlike conduct. 

In the event a ball player’s personal circumstance prevents him from attending a practice or a 

game; he must notify his head coach as far in advance as possible. Ball players are always to 

conduct themselves responsibly, recognizing that they are part of a team unit and it is the collective 

effort of all ball players that is necessary to insure success of the program. 

If a ball player has concerns whether a particular activity is or may be prohibited, he/she should 

first seek approval of the activity by his/her head coach or the Board of Directors. As a basic principle, 

each player must remember that it is his responsibility to conduct himself as a good sport and citizen. 

Behavior which is detrimental to the Kalispell Babe Ruth League, its coaches, players, or the Kalispell 

community, will not be tolerated and, if done, shall be dealt with appropriately. 

BALL PLAYERS ARE EXPECTED TO STAY IN THE DUGOUTS DURING GAMES UNLESS 

THEY HAVE SPECIFIC PERMISSION FROM THE COACH TO LEAVE. 

SUBSTITUTION REGULATIONS 

Rule 4.17 is modified to read as follows: 

A team may take the field of play with eight (8) players. When a team competes with 8 

players, the ninth (9) spot in the batting rotation will be an automatic out, except when there 

are already two outs. 

If a team has less than eight (8) players, the game will be forfeited to the opposing team. At 

the discretion of both coaches, players may be lent to play a practice game, but regardless of 

the outcome, the forfeit will stand. 



Starters may re-enter the game once. A substitute cannot re-enter the game once 

removed. All players reentering the game must occupy the same place in the batting order as 

they originally did. Example: Abel starts the game, comes out in the third inning and Baker 

goes in, Abel goes back into the game in the fifth inning – he must go back into the batting 

order where he came out, which is Baker’s place, so Baker must come out. Baker cannot be 

moved to another place in the order. 

BAT REGULATIONS 

 The League has adopted the following policy for bats used in the Kalispell Babe Ruth League 

baseball games: 

 14-15 Division games – all bats must be BBCOR .50 no greater than -3 

 13 Division games – all bats must be either BBCOR .50 no greater than -5 or USA Baseball 

Markings no greater than -5 

13 DIVISION BATTING RULES 

 13 Division teams will utilize Rocket batting (entire roster is in the batting order) for the first 5 

games of the season. After the 5th game, you may utilize the EH to bat 10 or use the traditional 9 

player lineup, or continue to use Rocket batting.  At the 13 Division level, we encourage coaches to 

utilized Rocket batting at least until the league tournament for the development of players and 

freedom of substitution it allows coaches. 

PITCHING REGULATIONS 
Kalispell Babe Ruth has adopted a pitch count policy that is more compliant with the Pitch 

Smart guidelines recommended by Babe Ruth League, Major League Baseball, and USA Baseball.  

The Home Team scorekeeper will be responsible for filling out the “KBR Pitch Count Sheet.”  Umpires 

and Coaches should consult the scorekeeper between each inning to ensure the pitch count is 

correct.  The Pitch count Sheet will be turned in to the Concession stand at the end each game. Both 

Head Coaches must review and sign the pitch count sheet before they leave the field to address any 

concerns. 

AGE DAILY MAX (PITCHES IN GAME)

0 1 2 3 4

13 75 1‐20 21‐35 36‐50 51‐65 66+

14‐15 75 for the first 5 games 95 after 5th game 1‐30 31‐45 46‐60 61‐75 76+

REQUIRED DAYS REST (PITCHES)

 



Once a pitcher has the Maximum number of Pitches on any given day, that Pitcher will have an 

opportunity to finish the batter. The second trip to the mound to the same pitcher in the same inning 

must result in removing that pitcher from the pitching position but not the game. 

A coach cannot make a second trip to the mound while the same batter is at bat. The umpire 

has the option to remove the coach/manager from the game, after a warning, for not adhering to this 

rule. If a coach makes a trip to the mound and walks away outside of the 18 foot circle surrounding 

the pitching rubber, and then returns to the mound, that is considered the second trip to the mound 

and that pitcher must be removed from pitching for that game. If a manager or coach goes to an 

infielder or catcher and that player then goes to the mound or the pitcher comes to him at this position 

before there is an intervening play, upon the umpire’s discretion, it can be considered a trip to the 

mound. It is the umpire’s judgment if this was done to circumvent the trips-to-mound rule.  If a coach 

rearranges the infield in the middle of an inning, this is considered a trip. If it is the second trip to the 

mound the pitcher cannot pitch again in that game. With the umpire first being notified and 

accompanying the coach, injury or equipment checks are not considered a trip. 

Pitchers may not go back to the pitcher in the same game once removed from pitching.  

Example: A pitcher cannot go from pitcher to shortstop and again to pitcher in the same game. 

13 year old Division players playing in the 14-15 Division are not eligible to pitch in the 14-15 

Division. 

COACHES 

All coaches, assistant coaches, and team managers MUST comply with the following prior to the 

league’s selected evaluation days: 

1. Pass the league’s background check 

2. Obtain, and provide to the board, certification from the Babe Ruth League Coaching and 

Education Program 

3. Obtain, and provide to the board, certification of completing Abuse Awareness and Prevention 

Safety training. 

4. Register online as team personnel. 

Coaches should at all times strive to be positive role models. Coaches must adhere to the same 

code of conduct required of the players – which means refraining from the use of alcohol, tobacco, 

and profanity while in the presence of the team.  

AT NO TIME WILL THE LEAGUE TOLERATE VERBAL OR PHYSICAL ABUSE OF PLAYERS, 

OTHER COACHES, UMPIRES, ETC.  Continued abuse after 1 (one) warning could result in the 



barring of the coach from all Kalispell Babe Ruth Baseball activities. The Board of Directors has the 

authority to waive the first warning and implement immediate barring from the league for extreme 

violations of this rule.  While the ball is in play, any coach that moves into fair territory will be 

automatically ejected.  

The Home team has the official scorebook for each game. Each scorebook is to be neatly kept 

including first and last names of each player and innings played. ONLY league games are to be 

recorded in the official scorebook. Team scorebooks must be made available to the league secretary 

upon request. 

The Board of Directors recommends all rostered coaches attend the locally available coaches’ 

clinics.  

Babe Ruth League rules dictates that only 1 Team Manager and up to 3 Coaches may be in 

the dugout area.  All Managers and Coaches must be Babe Ruth Coach certified, passed the league 

background check, completed Abuse Awareness and Prevention training, and register online to be 

assigned as team personnel.  All coaches are required to have access to a First Aid Kit (including ice 

packs) during practices and games. 

Only rostered players in uniform are allowed in the dugouts. 

PARENTS 
The Kalispell Babe Ruth Association encourages active parent participation in its program. It is 

through the combined efforts of parents, and other supporters that the Babe Ruth program is able to 

proceed. There are times when parents will be asked and expected to assist during baseball and fund 

raising activities. We ask for your hearty cooperation and participation as requested, and hope that 

you will see fit to volunteer your time and efforts beyond what is even formally requested. 

The players are to stay in the dugouts during games unless they have the coach’s permission 

to leave. We ask that you support in enforcing this and send your son/daughter back to the dugout if 

they come to sit by you.  We also ask that you remain spectators, and respect that the dugout area is 

for Coaches and Players only. 

It is important for the parents to recognize that their conduct at Babe Ruth game reflects on 

their child and the program. Therefore, we request that each parent provide positive encouragement 

to the ball players and refrain from verbal or physical confrontations with umpires, coaches, opposing 

fans and ball players. If a parent is unable to refrain from consuming alcohol or other drugs, we ask 

that you stay away from the ball park at those times when you are under the influence of those 

substances. 



If spectators cannot remain positive, respectful, and courteous to each other, umpires, players, 

or coaches, the Board has authorized umpires to clear the stands or spectator areas and finish the 

game without an audience 

GRIEVANCE POLICY  

The Kalispell Babe Ruth program strives to provide a positive experience for all participants. In 

order to ensure that this goal is met, and in order to address grievances that may arise relating to the 

program, the Board adheres to a grievance procedure. 

The Board strongly encourages parents to first address all grievances with their head coach. 

Most grievances can be resolved before escalation with direct communication between the 

parent/guardian and the head coach.  We ask that parents respect the coach’s duties and hold 

discussion prior to practice and after games. 

Conversations are best held off-site and never in the dugout in front of your own child or other 

children. In general, we encourage parents to wait at least 24 hours before approaching the head 

coach to make sure that they have time to process and articulate their point rather than react to a 

situation. 

If your grievance is not resolved to your satisfaction by communication with your head coach, 

you may submit your grievance to the Kalispell Board. At the next regularly scheduled Board meeting, 

the Board will consider the grievance. All interested parties may attend the meeting and be heard. 

The Board may schedule a separate time to meet with the parents. After considering all available 

information, the Board will vote on the matter and render its decision. The decision of the Board is 

final. 

FUNDRAISING/FACILITY CARE 

A necessary element of conducting the Babe Ruth Baseball program is the raising of money 

sufficient to conduct its activities. All fund raising ideas must receive prior approval of the Board of 

Directors. The Board of Directors is receptive to fund raising ideas which will ease the financial strain 

placed upon participants and their parents as members of Babe Ruth. Examples of activities which 

raise funds include but are not limited to raffle sales, split the pot sales, registration fees, concession 

sales, souvenir programs, etc. 

In order for the program to be successful, it is imperative that fund raising activities take place 

and players and parents actively engage in those activities. Because of the sizeable amount of funds 

necessary to conduct a Babe Ruth Baseball program, it is both impossible and unfair to expect a few 

individuals to shoulder the responsibility of fund raising for all. 



Each year individual parents/guardians are assigned the responsibility of utilizing their 

time to allow our coaches more time coaching our kids. It is mandatory that each player’s 

family participate or find a substitute to fulfill their duties, we also allow our parents to buyout 

these duties during registration. Parents/guardians will need to sign up for four 1-hour slots to 

either help prepare our fields before the game, or help clean up the facility postgame.  Each 

time slot signed up for will count as an hour even if it takes less time to complete the task. 

Remember the actual cost of playing is only partially covered by the registration fee. 

FIELD CARE AND MAINTENANCE 

Field care and maintenance are intended to provide a ball field, concessions, seating, and 

parking areas which are clean, healthy, and free of hazards. Each team is responsible for their 

cleaning their dugout, including emptying the trash can inside and immediately next the teams 

dugout.  Both Teams are responsible for the batting cages, mound maintenance/covering, and home 

plate area maintenance. 

As a guide to maintaining a ball field area, the following activities must be performed: 

1. Policing of ball field and bull pen areas during practice, prior to, and after games. 

2. Cleaning of dugout during practice, prior to, and after games. 

3. Policing and cleaning parking area during practice, prior to, and after games. 

4. Policing and cleaning of spectator areas during practice, prior to, and after games. 

5. Maintenance of pitcher’s mound during practice, prior to, and after games. 

6. Maintenance of playing field (including filling in holes in the batter’s box if necessary) during 

practices, prior to, and after games. 

7. Maintenance of batting cages during practice, prior to, and after games. 

8. Clean restrooms during practice, prior to, and after games. 

Player Evaluation/Selection 
 All 13 and 14 year old players must attend at least 50% of the evaluations or they will not be 

guaranteed a spot in the league.  If there is room in the league after the player selection process, the 

player will be placed on a team to be determined by a Placement Committee consisting of at least 

three Board members. 

Returning 15 year old players will remain assigned to the teams they were selected to as 14 

year old players unless they request to return to the draft.  If a player would like to return to the draft, 

they must notify the Board in writing at least two weeks prior to player selection, and attend player 



evaluations.  It is important to understand that a player returning to the draft may be selected by their 

previous team. 

14-15 year old Division Selection Process 

All non-returning 15 and 14 year old players, and players re-entering the draft, are eligible to 

be selected at any time if they are available.  There will no longer be a separate age group selection 

order.  The selection order of teams will be randomly assigned on selection day.  Teams will then 

select players in a “snake” order.  Teams will select 1-6 in the first round, then 6-1 in the second, 

alternating in subsequent rounds until all eligible players are selected. 

For the sake of parity in roster sizes, the Board will select the number at which each teams’ 

number of players will be capped.  This will be determined by number of players registered for the 

division.  A team will draft until they meet this cap.  If a team has met this cap, they will be skipped in 

the draft order until all other teams have met the cap number. 

13 year old Division Selection Process 

All 13 year old players are eligible to be selected if they are available.  The selection order of 

teams will be randomly assigned on selection day.  Teams will select players in a “snake” order.  

Teams will select 1-4 in the first round, then 4-1 in the second, alternating in subsequent rounds until 

all eligible players are selected. 

Practice times and field selection preference will be done at the draft in reverse order of the 

draft selection. 

PARENT COACH/SIBLING RULE:  Siblings will be placed on the same team at the same time for 

the parent’s convenience, except at the request of a parent that the younger player goes into the 

draft.  A player must share a legal guardian or reside in the same household to be considered for 

placement with a sibling or parent. 

A Head Coach’s child will be automatically drafted to his or her team and be assigned as a 

second round draft pick.  If another player coming on the same team the same year under the Parent 

Coach/Sibling rules, that player will be assigned to the third round draft pick. All subsequently 

automatically assigned players will be assigned to the team’s following consecutive picks. 

SPONSOR RULE:  Sponsors children with prior Board approval will be placed on that sponsor’s team 

with the same draft pick selection rules applying. 



PARENTAL RULE:  If head coaches are needed by any team, the Board of Directors will recruit, 

screen and approve candidates. Head coaches must recruit their own assistant coaches, but no 

son/daughter will be allowed to go to a team because the parent is an assistant coach. 

Requests for exceptions must be brought to the Board of Directors at least two weeks prior to 

the draft with the Board of Directors having the authority to make the final decision. 

Any player joining the league after the draft will be placed on a team to help competitive 

balance and age group parity. This decision will be made by a Placement Committee consisting of at 

least three Board members. 

RE-ENTERING THE DRAFT  

In order for a current player to be eligible to re-enter the draft, the player’s parent/guardian 

must first discuss the reason for re-draft with his current coach (refer to Grievance Policy). Secondly, 

the parent/guardian must present to the Babe Ruth Board a written request for the player re-entering 

the draft addressing their rationale no later than one week after the close of registration. 

Coaches will be notified of all re-draft requests. Playing time, position played, and coaching 

philosophy are not normally considered compelling reasons to re-enter the draft. However, the Board 

recognizes that there may be extraordinary circumstances where a player needs to be put on another 

team. Board decisions are final. 

GAMES 

14-15 Division time limits: no new inning after 2 hours 10 minutes 

13 year old – 5 run limit per inning until the Open Inning. The Open Inning is either the 7th inning, or 

any inning beginning after 1:40.  No new inning after 2 hours 10 minutes. Open Inning – no inning 

run limit. 

If a 13 year old player misses a 13 year old game, they must sit out their next 14-15 year old game. 

All divisions:  Teams must have at least 8 to begin a game, and may add up to a 10th player 

in the lineup. Added players will be placed on the bottom of the lineup. Teams can utilize a runner for 

a pitcher and/or catcher any time, but it must be a bench player or last batted out. 

CALLED GAMES  

The decision to call games prior to their start because of field or weather conditions will be 

made by the on duty Board member with the advice of the scheduled umpires and coaches.  Games 

being called prior to their start because of weather conditions will be played on make-up days. We will 

make efforts to accommodate both teams, remembering that not every situation is the same. (Not 



having your best player available is not a reasonable excuse to not reschedule: not being able to field 

9 players is). 

Games called after 5 innings or 4 ½ if the home team is ahead, will be considered complete. Games 

called due to darkness shall be treated the same as games called due to the weather with the game 

being considered complete if after 5 innings or 4 ½ when home team is ahead. In both cases weather 

and darkness, the umpire has the responsibility of making the decision to call the game. With games 

called due to weather, the umpire may elect to wait what he considers a reasonable amount of time in 

case the weather changes. With darkness, there is a definite safety issue that cannot be ignored and 

the umpire’s decision is final. 13 year old game: weather shortened completed game is 4 innings or 1 

hour 45 minutes 

MAKE-UP GAMES 

Make-up games may be played on Sundays at 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. No team will be required to 

play a doubleheader on make-up days. 

MERCY RULE 

For Kalispell Babe Ruth League games, we will adhere to a graduated mercy rule:  15 runs 

after 3 innings, 10 after 4 innings, 8 after 5 innings. 

FORFEITED GAMES 

 Any games that are forfeited will be awarded a result of 10-0 (or the score at the time of a 

forfeiting infraction, whichever benefits the winning team more) for the purposes of seeding tie-

breakers. 

CITY LEAGUE TOURNAMENT 

All teams will participate in a season ending tournament. 

SUMMER PROGRAM 
Kalispell Babe Ruth will field teams for the 13U and 15U divisions. The number of teams, and which 

divisions selected to field teams for, will be chosen by the Board to fit the age and number of 

interested players. 

COACHES 

Individuals must meet all certification requirements in order apply to coach a summer program 

team. Summer program coaches must be willing and able to function as a head coach throughout all 

practices and tournaments. Interested coaches should inform the Kalispell Babe Ruth Board (KBRB) 

prior to April 21st. The Kalispell Babe Ruth Board (KBRB) members may conduct interviews to select 

the coaches. It is to be understood and accepted that there will be out of pocket expenses. 

Coaches must: 



 follow Babe Ruth sportsmanship  

 display the ability to relate to the players  

 teach the sport of baseball in its entirety, to the best of their ability 

 work with parents and communicate effectively throughout the season 

Working with the KBRB, the head coach selected will conduct team evaluations for all players 

interested in playing during the summer season. 

Coaches may select their assistant coaches from the coaches and assistant coaches who 

participated during the regular league season and were rostered per Babe Ruth regulations. 

Responsibilities 

The head coach is responsible coordinating with the KBRB when registering teams for 

tournaments and working with KBRB treasurer to make sure team payments are made. 

The head coach will be largely responsible for any tournaments held in Kalispell in which their 

team participates (i.e. Firecracker). This includes working with the KBRB to coordinate tournament 

registration, rules, officiating, field preparation, and concessions. 

SUMMER PROGRAM PLAYERS 

Players who were rostered and a part of the Kalispell Babe Ruth regular season may try-out 

for a summer program team. Players may try out for any division they are eligible to play in.  Players 

can try out for multiple divisions, but can only play on one team for which they are selected.  

Evaluations cannot be held in prior to May 1.  

There are additional fees connected with the summer program, and those fees will be available 

at the beginning of the summer program selection process. 


